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Council grants up for grabs to 
improve community buildings 


by Peter Hodges 


VILLAGE halls, com- 
munity buildings and 
community shops can 
all benefit from a new 
East Devon District 


Council (EDDC) grant 
scheme. 

EDDC is urging rural 
communities who are 
planning capital build¬ 
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ing projects or refurbish- 
ments to apply for finan¬ 
cial help from its 
Community Buildings 
Fund. 


The Community 
Building Fund is an 
EDDC grants scheme, 
which helps fund proj¬ 
ects for village halls, 


community buildings 
and community shops 
by offering grants of 
anything up to £5,000. 

Community buildings 



■ THE Rainbow Gecko Bubble Man entertained children with his 
display of bubbles at the Buckland St Mary Primary School sum¬ 
mer fair. 

See page 6 for full story and more photos. 


and community shops 
that are within an area 
covered by a town coun¬ 
cil are not eligible to 
apply. 

The scheme’s purpose 
is to help rural commu¬ 
nity buildings and com¬ 
munity shops all around 
East Devon with fund¬ 
ing for projects, such as 
new or improved toilet 
facilities, kitchen facili¬ 
ties, roof repairs, heating 
and new door fixtures. 

There are two closing 
dates for applications, 
throughout the year; 
these are Friday, June 
30th 2017 at 5pm and 


Friday, December 15th 
2017 at 5pm. 

However, EDDC say 
there is only limited 
money available, so if 
all funding is granted in 
June, there will be none 
available in December. 

Interested applicants 
can find all the informa¬ 
tion they need, including 
application forms, on 
the East Devon 
website: www.eastde- 
von .gov.uk/ grants-and- 
funding/community-buil 
dings-fund 

Mark Williams, Chief 
Executive of East Devon 
District Council, said: “I 


would urge any of our 
more rural community 
buildings and commu¬ 
nity shops that need 
funding to find out more 
about the grants avail¬ 
able, and to apply if 
they’re eligible. 

“Over the years we’ve 
been offering it this fund 
has contributed to a 
great many really wor¬ 
thy projects that have 
helped many village 
halls improve and be¬ 
come more sustainable, 
and also helped set up 
and improve some of 
East Devon’s commu¬ 
nity shops.” 
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Verdun’s record breaking jump 
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DUNKESWELL Airfield was the location for a D-Day 
hero to became the world's oldest tandem skydiver - aged 
101 and 37 days. 

Daredevil Verdun Hayes leapt from a plane at 15,000ft 
to glide into the record books. 

The great-granddad jumped with ten other people, in¬ 
cluding three generations of his family and the doctor 
who signed him off. 

He stole the world title after knocking Canadian Ar- 
mand Gendreau, who was 101 and three days when he 
jumped in 2013, off the top spot. 

The centenarian from North Devon, jumped near Honi- 
ton, after the dive was postponed on the day before due 
to the weather. 

It comes a year after the Second World War veteran, 
who served during the D-Day invasion of Gold Beach, 
became the oldest Brit to complete the feat aged 100. 

Verdun was named after the 1916 Battle of Verdun on 
the request of his dad Joseph Hayes, who served in the 
First World War as a Sapper with the Royal Engineers. 

The soldier, who fought during the Battle of the Somme, 
wrote to his pregnant wife Mary from the front line sug¬ 
gesting the moniker. 

Verdun also served in the Army, as a Lance Corporal 
during the Second World War, and was a signaller and 
wireless operator for the Royal Signals. 

While in the forces he was caught up in an explosion 
that killed his friend, Sgt Edgar Robertson, and sustained 
shrapnel injuries to his ribs and hands. 

The pair had been digging trenches together in Choux, 
France, when a German shell exploded nearby. 

Verdun, who is a widower, said: “How I came home 
from WWIII do not know. I was so near to the edge of 
everything. 

“I lost any amount of friends in no time at all really. I 
just didn't think I would ever return home. Surviving an 

Free first aid 

A FREE Emergency First Aid 
at Work training event will be 
held in Hemyock on Satur¬ 
day, June 3rd from 9.30am - 
4pm. 

The course will provide 
learners with the skills, 
knowledge and understand¬ 
ing to administer First Aid 
care in an emergency situa¬ 
tion. It can be used to train 
employees to undertake the 
role of an 'Appointed Person' 

for First Aid. 

The syllabus covers deal¬ 
ing with emergencies, resus¬ 
citation (including automated 
external defibrillator usage), 
managing an unconscious 
casualty, controlling bleeding 
and recognising and ad¬ 
dressing common causes of 
illness. 

Please contact Donna 
Evans - 

hemyockpc@gmail.com - 
01823 680968 - to reserve a 
place. 

The training is being 
funded by the parish council 
with financial support from 
Mid Devon District Council 
Town & Parish Fund. 

New play 
area design 

HEMYOCK Parish Hall Com¬ 
mittee are applying for a 
grant to update the village 
play area. 

The new design will incor¬ 
porate a rubberised surface, 
swings, play table and multi¬ 
use equipment, plus replace 
the surrounding fence. 

In order to receive funding, 
the council are appealing to 
villagers to write letters of 
support for the project. 

Please send emails to pen- 
nylawrence@live.co.uk or 
deliver letters to: Bob 
Hawkes, 18 Station Road, 

Karen Pinder, 31 Station 
Road or Penny Lawrence, 1 
Blackdown View. 


■ VERDUN Hayes during his skydive 

explosion when others didn't... I was just lucky I guess.” 

Verdun was later awarded the Legion d'Honneur, the 
highest decoration in France. 

After the war he worked in his family's building busi¬ 
ness before becoming the secretary of the Somerton 


branch of The Royal British Legion in Somerset. 

His jump was in aid of the RBL, which provides sup¬ 
port to the UK Armed Forces. 

To donate, visit: uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Verdun- 
Hayes 



New information boards 
unveiled at nature reserve 


WALL-to-wall sunshine and summer tempera¬ 
tures encouraged a large crowd to gather at 
Swains Lane Nature Reserve, on the outskirts of 
Wellington, for the ceremonial unveiling of a 
new information board at the main entrance. 

Mayor of Taunton Deane, Vivienne Stock- 
Williams, was invited to do the honours a the 
even was opened by co-ordinator of reserve vol¬ 
unteers John Morton, who paid tribute to all the 
people who had helped over the years to bring 
the nature reserve project to its present position. 
He said: “After ten years of challenging recla¬ 
mation and restoration work, we can now look 
towards a future of maintenance and enhance¬ 
ment of a special place which we hope local peo¬ 
ple will value and appreciate.” 

He offered particular thanks to Councillor 
Stock-Williams for her enthusiastic promotion 
of the scheme from its earliest days, to Welling¬ 
ton in Bloom for its long-standing support and 


to the team of volunteers who had done so much 
of the hard work over the years. 

The crucial participation since the start of 2016 
of Blackdown Hills Natural Futures was also 
gratefully acknowledged. 

Blackdown Hills Natural Futures has provided 
grants from the Sustainable Development Fund, 
supplemented by a grant from Taunton Deane 
Borough Council, which has enabled the group 
to purchase high-quality information boards and 
produce a new ten-year management plan for the 
reserve. 

Training days have been arranged for the vol¬ 
unteers and professionally-made labels have 
been acquired for the trees in the community or¬ 
chard. 

Visitors lingered in the afternoon sunshine, en¬ 
joying refreshments and the opportunity to see 
Great Crested Newts in the pond, as well as to 
learn more about the reserve from volunteers. 


Flower 
festival 
for church 
celebration 


“CELEBRATION” is the title 
of the flower festival to be 
held at St Mary’s Church, He¬ 
myock as members commem¬ 
orate its 750th anniversary. 

The event will run from 
Thursday, June 8th - Sunday, 
June 11th. 

Admission is free with dona¬ 
tions to the Friends of St 
Mary’s. 

The opening day will run 
from 11am- 5pm. 

Friday and Saturday will see 
the church open from 10am - 
5pm and Sunday 12.30 - 5pm. 

A short Songs of Praise serv¬ 
ice, to which all are welcome, 
will be held at 5pm 

Tea/coffee and cakes will be 
available throughout the day, 
with lunches from 

12noon - 2pm at the Church 
Room. 

The festival is being organ¬ 
ised by the Friends of St 
Mary’s and member Monica 
Smith will be co-ordinating 
the displays. 

Organisers said: “If you or 
your family have a connection 
to St Mary’s, or have a special 
celebration during 2017, and 
would like to make a donation 
of any amount towards the flo¬ 
ral arrangements, please con¬ 
tact Monica on 01823 68116.” 


To advertise 
call 01297 
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■ MEMBERS of the Tale Valley Choir wearing their distinctive, brightly coloured outfits 

Community choir on song for concert 


A SMALL community choir from Payhem- 
bury, inspired by TV’s Gareth Malone, have 
continued to grow and are currently rehears¬ 
ing for their summer concert. 

The small group of residents living in Pay- 
hembury, near Honiton, got together early in 
2015 under the leadership of Musical Direc¬ 
tor Emma Palmer to form the choir. 

They have developed their own special style 
of music, which has been delighting audi¬ 
ences in the local area. 

Most recently they appeared in concert with 
Semi-Toned, the all-male “a cappella” choir 
from Exeter University who won Gareth Mal¬ 
one’s “Best in Britain” competition in 2016. 

Tale Valley Choir are now rehearsing for 
their summer concert, to be held on Saturday, 
June 17th at St Mary’s Church in Payhem- 
bury. 


They will be sharing the platform with 
“Bassoonery”, the unique bassoon ensemble 
led by talented musician, Alan Boxer. 

The concert, which starts at 7.30pm, will 
be in aid of the Guide Dogs charity and 
guide dogs are welcome to attend the con¬ 
cert. 

Choir member Mary Lorimer, who is a vol¬ 
unteer for Guide Dogs, said: “The choir is 
pleased to support the work of Guide Dogs. 
I see the difference that these incredible 
dogs make to the lives of people who have 
lost their sight, helping them to become in¬ 
dependently mobile. 

“It is good to know that all the money we 
raise will be used to provide support for 
Guide Dogs locally.” 

The Guide Dogs charity currently support 
and works with many guide dog owners and 


their dogs in East Devon. 

Musical Director Emma Palmer said: “I 
love the enthusiasm and commitment of the 
choir, we have a lot of fun rehearsing as well 
as performing our music. 

“I hope that this concert will be well sup¬ 
ported by the local community and I am ex¬ 
pecting it to be a sell-out event. 

“We look forward to making a substantial 
donation to the work of the Guide Dogs 
charity and to St Mary’s Church who are 
generously hosting this event.” 

Tickets are available by telephoning 01884 
277226 or by email at 
mary ltutoring @ gmail .com. 

Tickets cost £8 which includes a glass of 
wine and nibbles. 

A limited number of tickets will also avail¬ 
able on the door. 


Every little helps from Tesco 


COMBE St Nicholas 
Parochial Trust is bidding 
to bag a massive cash boost 
from the Tesco Bags of 
Help initiative. 

Tesco teamed up with 
Groundwork to launch its 
community funding 
scheme, which sees grants 
of £4,000, £2,000 and 
£1,000 - all raised from the 
5p bag levy - being 
awarded to local commu¬ 
nity projects. 

Three groups in every 
Tesco region have been 
shortlisted to receive the 
cash award and shoppers 
are being invited to head 
along to Tesco stores to 


vote for who they think 
should take away the top 
grant. 

The Trust, which man¬ 
ages Underway Meade in 
Combe St Nicholas, is one 
of the groups on the short¬ 
list. 

The Meade is a commu¬ 
nity field with woodland, a 
stream, a pond and a picnic 
area. 

The aim is to attract lots 
of children from the Combe 
and Chard area to enjoy 
outdoor play in the Meade 
by providing fun log struc¬ 
tures for them to climb on. 

Lynn Osborne, Chair of 
the Trustees, said: “We car¬ 


ried out a community sur¬ 
vey recently to find out 
what people would like in 
the Meade, and the over¬ 
whelming favourite was for 
log climbing structures. 

“We think this is a great 
idea as we really want to 
encourage more fa mi lies to 
use the Meade. 

“The structures will be in 
the fenced picnic area, 
where parents can relax 
while their children play”. 

Voting is open in stores 
throughout June. 

Customers will cast their 
vote using a token given to 
them at the check-out in 
store each time they shop. 



A CHARDSTOCK Vintage Tractor and 
Machinery Club ploughing match and 
working event raised £550 for good causes. 

The event took place in fields at Tyther- 
leigh, near Axminster, and featured plough¬ 
men from Melplash, Misterton, Musbury, 
South Chard, Chardstock, Wambrook and 
Buckland St Mary. 

They were watched by a crowd of more 
than 100 club members and friends from 
far and wide. 


Club chairman Robert Waldron said: 
“The club would like to thank the Turner 
family for their kind hospitality. 

“The money raised will be given to 
Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance and 
Cancer Research UK at the end of the year 
at our presentation dinner. 

Pictured from left are Robert Waldron, 
Alan Farley, Colin Dyer, Tony Dawe, Les 
Turner, Trevor Miles, Steve Chubb and 
Graham Farmer. 
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Blackdowns clubs and organisations 


Blackdown Woodland Ramblings 

By John Greenshields 


T HE Woodland Trust can 
support landowners with 
woodland creation guid¬ 
ance and funding through their 
MOREwoods project. 

This includes free advice from 
their woodland creation special¬ 
ists who can make recommenda¬ 
tions for the species mix and 
design of your new woodland. 

To apply for MOREwoods 
funding you will need to plant on 
at least 0.5 ha (1.25 acres) of 
non-wooded land in total at be¬ 
tween 1,000 and 1,600 trees per 
hectare. 

If your scheme is approved and 
you are able to plant and main¬ 
tain the trees yourself, they will 
contribute 60 per cent towards 
the cost of the trees and protec¬ 
tion. 

If you would prefer to use a 
contractor to plant and maintain 
your woodland they will con¬ 
tribute 50 per cent of the total 
cost (planting at least 1 ha). 

They can offer a wide range of 
UK native tree and shrub species 
and all of their stock is sourced 
and grown within the UK. 


The Woodland Trust is also of¬ 
fering funding for landowners 
who wish to create ecological 
links to woodland by planting 
new hedgerows on their land 
through their MOREhedges 
scheme. 

Schemes are judged on merit 
and those that link areas of exist¬ 
ing or newly planted woodland 
to the wider landscape will be 
prioritised. 

You will need to plant at least 
100 metres of new hedgerow and 
they can only fund more than 
250 metres in conjunction with 
additional woodland creation. 

They offer a subsidy of 60 per 
cent against the total cost of the 
plants and guards, but cannot 
arrange or fund fencing or con¬ 
tractors. 

The hedgerow density and 
composition for the MORE¬ 
hedges project is standardised - a 
double row hedge with five 
plants per metre and one tree 
every six metres. 

Shrubs will be supplied with 
75cm spiral guards with the trees 
planted in 1.2 metre tree shelter. 


I suspect you have noticed the 
lack of leaf on our native Ash 
trees this spring, they seem to be 
way behind the other species. 
Not sure whether it’s because of 
the dry April we had, or the fact 
that they are shallow rooted and 
temperature sensitive, ether way 
the saying goes “Oak before Ash 
were are in for a splash” or is it 
the other way round? 

I have been doing some digging 
into the history of the Wellington 
Estate owned by the first Duke of 
Wellington, of which our farm 
and woodland is part of. 

In the 1800’s the woodland was 
managed in a completely differ¬ 
ent way to how we do it now 
days, there were every 50-100 
years an “underwood and Pol¬ 
lard” auction the highest bidder 
would have the right to all the 
pollarding and what we call 
today understory, but they were 
not allowed to cut Holly or 
marked trees. 

One sale of 70 acres was sold 
for £40 

in 1856 and another 60 acres 
for £29 in 1889. 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MACHINERY, 
FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 
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NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 





ty/fllowbrook 
Nursery and 
Garden Centre 


SUMMER COLOUR 
A great choice of colourful flowers 
to fill your garden full of Summer 
Sunsfiine - whatever the weather! 


We have a wide selection of shrubs, 
climbers, perennials, roses, herbs, 
garden pinks, alpmes, dematrs, 
conifers, azaleas and more 


Tropical and Coidwater fish on sale 
with a wide range of accessories 


C A FE and TEA ROOM 
From main meals to cream teas 
we cook great food all day 


On the main A38 Taunton/Well ngton 
TELEPHONE - 01823 461324 
v»sit us at nMhcwKbrookgordcnc^trc co.uk 


Send your club reports to: lisa@viewnews.co.uk 


SMEATHARPE WI, with their 
new president, Caroline Nix, wel¬ 
comed Richard Lappas, who gave 
a fascinating insight to his life as 
a press photographer. 

Capturing that memorable pho¬ 
tograph, which is to be found on 
the front page of many of our 
daily newspapers, is more than a 
point and shoot picture. It often 
involves strategic planning, per¬ 
haps over a few days or weeks, 
and the ability to capture that spilt 


Smeatharpe WI 


second event that means that the 
result is more than just a good 
photo, it becomes the must-have 
photo for the front page. 

Over the years Richard’s photos 
have captured those memorable 
moments, be it one of the royal 
family, the face that represented 
the heart-break of farmers af¬ 
fected by the foot and mouth dis¬ 
ease several years ago, or the 
tragedy of the Penlee lifeboat dis¬ 
aster. 


The competition of the month, a 
photograph of an event, was won 
by Elizabeth B adman with a pho¬ 
tograph of a scarecrow in the 
Neighbour Watch Scarecrow 
competition. 

The flower of the month was 
Janice Sharman’s tulip. 

The next meeting is on Thursday 
June 1st, when Paul Thomas will 
be talking about his life as a po¬ 
liceman, before becoming the 
Landlord of the York Inn. 


Clayhidpn Friends 


FOR the meeting in May members 
welcomed Yvonne Whittamore. 

Yvonne demonstrated the art of 
making articles with fabric. First of 
all she showed ladies how to make 
flowers out of cotton. Then for a 
different approach used synthetic 
materials, as in her process she 
uses heat and natural fibres burn 
easily. 

Using organza she cut differing 
size circles and carefully melted 
the edges with the use of a tea- 
light. After layering the circles up, 
she glued them and decorated them 
most effectively. Sometimes she 
sews the whole thing onto felt as a 
backing. 

Although Yvonne said it was 
time consuming, an hour and half 
on each, it was a passion for her 


and she delights in seeing what 
new ideas evolve by using differ¬ 
ent methods and materials. 

She has runs a small business 
which includes courses at her 
home. 

Along with the flowers, she 
makes items for weddings such as 
napkin holders, table decorations, 
wine glass identifiers and bride’s 
maids head decorations. 

Her repertoire extends to Alice 
bands, gift boxes, shoe decora¬ 
tions, scarf circles and she pro¬ 
duces cards made up from 
photographs of her wares. 

The group thoroughly enjoyed 
her demonstration and marvelled 
at the truly impressive samples that 
were passed around amongst mem¬ 
bers. There was time for a few to 


attempt to replicate the samples 
and had the opportunity to pur¬ 
chase some of them. 

She also sells kits to make your¬ 
self at home. 

After the demonstration and talk, 
Linda and Tessa provided delicious 
tea and cakes, which along with 
lots of talk, was a very delicious 
and welcome conclusion to a suc¬ 
cessful evening. 

The group meets on the second 
Thursday of every month in Clay- 
hidon Parish Hall. 

Meetings are an informal gather¬ 
ing and always welcoming to any 
prospective new member. 

If you are interested in joining 
contact Anne Langford 01823 
680086 or go along to the next 
meeting on June 8 th. 



HEMYOCK Short Mat Bowls Club recently held a successful Tournament at Hemyock Parish 
Hall. 

Clubs from the surrounding area took part and as a result a cheque for £400 was handed to 
Nick and Nicky Allen towards the NewLife Foundation/Sam's Legacy Charity. 

Nick and Nicky's son, Sam, benefitted from help when he was very poorly. 

Pictured are members and club captain, Sally Clist, handing the cheque to Nick Allen. 


Blackdown Hills Transistion Group 


WELL the news is once again full of electioneering 
and we are asked to cast our votes on the 8th June. 

But given the “see-saw” experience of tariffs, more 
wind/less wind, tidal barrages good or bad etc it is 
hard to believe that any government is going to 
show real leadership for our climate. Not to mention 
the clamour of Brexit which tries to dominate every¬ 
thing when in actual fact our future experience is 
likely to be much more effected by the bigger issues 
of housing, food and flooding. 

So what is to be done and where can we look for 
some genuine optimism. Well one answer, on your 
doorstep, is to come and see the film Demain, show¬ 
ing at the Beehive in Honiton at 7.30pm on Satur¬ 
day, June 10th. Tickets are £5 and are available to 
order at: www.beehivehoniton.co.uk/beehive-events/ 

This film gives positive examples of what local 


people around the world are genuinely doing. We 
might then decide we want to try some of these here. 
So no need to wait for our “world leaders” to stop 
fighting or to come to an agreement (neither seems 
likely). Here is an opportunity to consider change 
for ourselves. Not change that needs to be organised 
on a massive scale, but change that can have a mas¬ 
sive impact as lots of small groups of likeminded 
people get together to see what they can do. 

If the missing ingredient is hope, then small local 
progress can add together to tip the balance bringing 
big changes. So please buy your ticket and bring a 
friend for a fun and inspiring evening. The perfect 
tonic for an election hangover. 

Tim Clewer 

Blackdown Hills Transition Group 
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■ HEMYOCK scouts recently took two teams to Woodjam 2017, the Exmouth & Budleigh Salterton 
patrol challenge competition. 

Events included an assault course, rope making, backwoods cooking and many other activities. 
Despite torrential rain, the Hemyock teams finished second and third, being beaten by a team 
from Lympstone. 

Ava Yuill was presented the cup as top scout (pictured above left). 


Memorial service for Hubert 


A MEMORIAL service has been 
held to mark the 100th anniversary 
of the death of a Clayhidon First 
World War hero. 

A service was held at Holcombe 
Church, near Dawlish, to honour 
Clayhidon’s Corporal Hubert 
Bright. 

Corporal Bright fought in and 


survived two of the greatest battles 
of the First World War and was 
fighting in the Machine Gun Corps 
when he was killed on April, 17th 
1917. 

He was one of 100,000 Allied 
troops to be lost or injured in the 
Battle of Arras and his body was 
never recovered. 


The service was held in Hol¬ 
combe, where his mother came 
from, however, Corporal Bright 
had spent some of his youth living 
at Burrows Farm, Clayhidon, and 
his name, along with his brother’s, 
is recorded on the village war me¬ 
morial and featured on the roll of 
honour in the parish hall. 



A LARGE congregation attended St Mary’s Church, 
Hemyock to celebrate St George’s Day where they 
were welcomed by The Reverend Chris Hudson. 

The service, led by Andrew Batten (Group Scout 
Leader), had been arranged by members of 1 st He¬ 
myock Scout Group and 1st Hemyock Brownies 
who paraded with flags to the church from the as¬ 
sembly point, which had been decorated with 
bunting. 

During the service the various groups renewed 
their Promise and awards were presented. 


The talk given by Rikki (John Northam) held 
everyone’s attention and included some details of 
the Scout Group history. 

Explorer Cheyenne Jordan gave the reading and 
members of the youth groups read prayers. 

The retiring collection was in aid of the Devon and 
Cornwall Air Ambulance Landing Lights Appeal for 
the village and raised £147. 

Following the service the Scout Group held a bar- 
beque and their AGM at The Garages, which was 
well attended. 



ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING UNDERTAKEN - FROM LEAKY ROOFS TO RE-R00FS 

Ridge Roofing Ltd is a well-established company with over 25 years’ experience behind them, 
working in partnership with most of the leading estate agencies 
and Devon & Somerset County Council 


• Slating • Tiling • Flat roofing • Fibreglass flat roofs • Chimneys/ 
Leadwork • Turnerized slate roofs • Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards 
• Storm damage/insurance work • All grant work undertaken 


Insurance backed guarantees • Full public liability insurance 
• Free written quotations • All work guaranteed 


<• V- 


T: 01404 891813 M: 07789 555685 • stephen.wattsrr@gmail.com • www.ridge-roofing.co.uk 


VELUX 


Redland 


TRY OUR 
PAYMENT PLAN 

3,6,9 or 12 months 
THE EASY WAY 
TO PAY 


AT THE TOP 

FOR BOTH 
QUALITY 
& PRICE 


& SCAFFOLDING SERVICES LTD 
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Something for everyone at summer fair 



■ CORY Armstrong and Eddie Spencer, both aged five, enjoyed play¬ 
ing on one of the vintage tractors on show (photo by Steve Monk) 



A DELICIOUS barbecue kept revellers happy 



RESIDENTS and children enjoyed a jam 
packed day at the Buckland St Mary summer 
fair. 

There was plenty on offer for adults and their 
children to enjoy, including the Rainbow 
Gecko Bubble Man, cake stalls, tombolas, 
traction engine rides around the village, vin¬ 
tage tractors and plenty of entertainment from 
Chard Brass Band, Kelly Leigh Dancers and 
children from the local school who took part in 
a maypole dancing much to the delight of 
proud parents. 

Volunteers also provided guests with a deli¬ 
cious barbecue and cream teas, 
as the weather stayed fair for the 
event. 

There was also a collection dur¬ 
ing the day towards the renova¬ 
tion of the school library. 



■ VOLUNTEERS and members of the PTA helped run the stalls at the event includ¬ 
ing a cake stall 



■ CHILDREN from the local primary school took part in a maypole dance. Left, An¬ 
thony Abruzzi with his steam engine King Harry (photo by Steve Monk) 



A MAJOR EXHIBITION OF ART WORKS 
BY THE CAMDEN TOWN GROUP 


LAST CHANCE TO SEE 


Open to 8 July 

At The MUSEUM of SOMERSET 


FREE ENTRY 


01823 255088 museumofsomerset.org.uk Taunton Castle, Castle Green, Taunton TA1 4AA 

Charity No. 1158791 


The MUSEUM of SOMERSET 



LAWRENCES 

AUCTIONEERS 


Blackdown Hills 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 



U SOUTH WEST 
HERITAGE TRUST 










































Beautiful Kitchens do not have to cost a fortune... 



waterside 
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MELPLASH AGRICULTURAL SHOW 

24 August 2017 8am - 6pm 
The one day show not to be missed! 


THE show has farming and agriculture at the heart; 
it gives everyone who attends the chance to enjoy 
the riches of rural life by the sea. For those that 
are not familiar with farming it provides a rare and 
excellent opportunity to find out what is involved, 
and to trace food from field to plate! 

The finest cattle, sheep, pigs, goats, donkeys, 
horses, as well as farm produce, rural crafts, 
horticulture and handicrafts from the local area are 
on show. For the youngsters, there is a packed 
programme of hands-on activities in the Discover 
Farming and Farmers for the Future marquees. 

There is a full programme of special attractions 
in the Toolstation main ring including show-stop¬ 
ping performances by the Stampede Stunt 
Company. Together with their exceptionally 
trained Spanish horses you can expect a spectacular 
show meticulously choreographed to provide 
breath-taking, hilarious family entertainment that 
is simply unforgettable. 

All the favourites are back too, including the 
popular countryside arena where spectators can 
watch gun dogs, hawk displays, ferret racing and 
even get their own dog involved in the terrier 
racing. 

With over 300 trade stands, 2 indoor craft 
marquees, a fun fair and the magnificent food hall 


with cookery theatre visitors of all ages are 
guaranteed a full days entertainment, and will be 
spoilt for choice. 

All children and teenagers 16 years and under can 
attend the Show for free. Substantial savings on 
admission can be made by buying tickets in 
advance - buy on-line or from local venues. 
There is a free bus throughout the day from Fyme 
Regis stopping at bus stops in Charmouth, 
Chideock and Bridport, a free park and ride on the 
Burton Road and also free parking off the A35. 

Up to date details and tickets are available on-line 
at www.melplashshow.co.uk or follow us on 
Facebook or Twitter 



▲ Alan McNamee Image Photography 



Alan McNamee Image Photography 
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FREE BUS 
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On the day: Adults £16 - Advance tickets: Adults £14 

Advance tickets available on-line at www.melplashshow.co.uk 



The Showground, Knightshayes Chettiscombe, Tiverton 

15 minutes J27 M5 signposted - gates open 9am 

FREE PARKING 



www.middevonshow.co.uk 

Show Organiser - Jackie Stamp 01884 820859 

Mid Devon Town and Country Show Society Ltd • Charity No. 1029231 
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The Honiton & District Agricultural Association hold 
their 127th show on Thursday, 3rd August 2017 


THE Grand Parade is one of the many highlights of 
the main ring activities where the day’s livestock win¬ 
ners proudly parade. The 2017 main ring will be a 
hive of activity; fantastic acts including Bolddog 
Lings Freestyle Motocross Team, Honda’s official and 
the UK’s number one motorcycle display Team. “The 
Sheep Show” is back with its humorous, educational, 
live stage show all about sheep, 9 breeds will be pres¬ 
ent and not to miss is the sheep shearing and their 
“dancing sheep”! Honiton are extremely excited to 
welcome Joseph’s Amazing Camels to the Main Ring, 
the camels and jockeys are specially trained by Joseph 
and Rebecca Fossett and wear fantastically colourful 
Arabian style outfits to add pizazz! As well as racing, 
the camels are on display all day so the public can 
meet these marvellous animals and learn more about 
them. We also have the amazing Ridgeside Lurcher 
Display, the lurchers race at full speed chasing an elec¬ 
tric lure, a fast, action-packed demonstration with an 
informative and humorous commentary by Phill Gib¬ 


bons. The highlight is a race between the lurchers and 
a hawk, a fantastic and exhilarating spectacle, not to 
be missed! The public are also invited to have a go 
with their own dogs - whatever their breed! A very 
exciting attraction is making a flying visit to Honiton 
- two thrilling aerobatic displays performed by Viper 
Aerobatics flying a beautiful Pitts aeroplane. 

The lower field incorporates all that is countryside 
with hurdle making, ferret racing, a blacksmiths guild 
and a trip down memory lane with a vintage tractor 
section with nearly 100 vehicles on display. Honiton 
plays host to the West of England Hound Show, a 
show within a show, which attracts a huge following 
countrywide. There is the wonderful dog show com¬ 
prising both pedigree and fun classes for the pet 
pooch. We have entertainment in abundance for chil¬ 
dren with Professor Twistopher’s Punch and Judy, as 
seen on the hugely popular and wildly acclaimed tel¬ 
evision series Downton Abbey or maybe a donkey 
ride will interest. With over 400 trade stands, includ¬ 


ing the new home and craft marquee, shopping and a 
fabulous food hall there really is something for every¬ 
one. We have a huge and diverse range of food courts 
to tickle your taste buds with local caterers offering 
the very best produce; why not start with a delicious 
bacon roll, enjoy lunch with a Dart¬ 
moor Farmer’s Beef Burger from 
Kenniford Farm and tickle your 
taste buds with the award winning 
and local delicious Otter Valley 
Dairy Ice-Cream. Honiton prides 
itself on being a truly traditional 
agricultural show with a unique 
atmosphere it brings new and tradi¬ 
tional agriculture together so make 
a note in the diary, 3rd August, we 
all look forward to welcoming you. 

Don’t forget accompanied under 
16’s are free. Advance tickets are 
just £14.50 for a whole day of 


entertainment. For further details on the show, trade 
enquires, schedules or details on becoming a member 
of the Association with all its benefits please contact 
the secretary on 01404 41794 follow us on twitter 
@honitonshow 1890. 




THE 127th HONITON AGRICULTURAL SHOW 

Thursday 3rd August 2017 

HORSE AND PONY CLASSES / HEAVY HORSES / CATTLE AND SHEEP CLASSES PRIVATE DRIVING / VINTAGE TRACTORS / 
DOG SHOW OVER 400 TRADE STANDS / CRAFT TENT / FOOD HALL / RURAL SKILLS / COUNTRYSIDE AREA DONKEY RIDES / 
YOUNG FARMERS CLUBS / BEES & HONEY / ACTION PACKED MAIN RING INCLUDING BOLDDOG LINGS FREES TYLE TEAM / 
JOSEPHS AMAZING CAMELS / RIDGESIDELURCHER DISPLAY/ VIPER AEROBATICS SOLO PITTS FLYING DISPLAY 

Please apply for Horse and Livestock Schedules 
Advance Tickets just £14.50 - Children Under 16 FREE 

visit our website www.honitonshow.co.uk 

Secretary:Marcelle Connor (Tel/Fax: 01404 41794) 

Bank House, 66a High Street, Honiton, Devon EX14 IPS 
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AXE VALE FESTIVAL - 
A DATE WORTH KEEPING 



AT THIS family friendly festival you will find 
much to keep everyone entertained and 
inspired. For enthusiastic gardeners, the 
impressive floral marquee full of colour and 
scents will feed your creative side and the 
numerous stalls selling plants will get your green 
fingers itching to get into those gardening 
gloves! There is plenty more to keep you 
smiling - crafts of great variety, skill and 
ingenuity, toys and hobbies including many nos¬ 
talgic exhibits, art, antiques and collectables. 



Photos from last year’s 


A number of craftsmen will be 
demonstrating their skills, many of them 
raditional, throughout the day and of course the 
day would not be complete without a visit to the 
mouth-watering food marquee! 

The main arena is host to an exciting 
programme of events guaranteed to thrill and en¬ 
tertain. Children are well looked after too with 
lots of activities (and ice cream of course!) to 
make their day. So with everyone happy, you can 
rest and enjoy live music while you soak in the 
atmosphere of this great annual show. 



When 

Where 

17th & 18th June 2017 

The Showground, 

Trafalgar Way, 

Axminster, EX 13 5RJ 

Admission 

On show days: 

Adults £9, 
under 16’s £2, 
under 5’s free. 


In advance: 

Adults: £7.50 

Children: £1.50 

Tickets can be purchased 
online through our 
website. Reduced rates for 
group bookings. 

Coach parties welcome. 

Transport Free parking. 

Free bus service from 
Axminster Town Centre 
and Railway station. 

More Information 
www.axevalefestival .or g .uk 


Corfe Summer Fete takes to 
the skies once more this June 


AFTER last year’s summer fete - the first held in the 
village of Corfe in at least sixty years, the event returns, 
bigger and better than ever on Saturday June 3rd, again 
featuring two professional aerobatic displays! 

“We were really pleased with how well our first event 
went and the fantastic support we received from both 
the village and surrounding areas” comments Bill 
Hosie, Fete Chairman. “We estimate around 1,500 peo¬ 
ple came and enjoyed the day with us, sampling the 
great food and drink, enjoying the live music, the clas¬ 
sic cars, the birds of prey displays, the myriad of stalls 
and games on offer as well as, of course, the aerobatic 
displays. We’re all set for 2017 and are planning for 
another superb event!” 

Corfe may well be the only village fete in the country 
to be able to boast not one, but two aerobatic displays 
as part of the day’s programme of events. Bill, a profes¬ 
sional pilot of over 30 years is one of the display pilots 




on the day, and once again the current British Champion 
and ranked 9th in World, Julian Murphitt, will also be 
delighting the crowd with some amazing stunt flying. 

Fancy trying it yourself? One lucky person will get 
the chance to win a flight with Bill in his stunt biplane 
that same afternoon, passing by the fete (upside down 
if you like!). 

Aside from the air displays, live music this year will 
take a “modem country” twist, courtesy of popular 
local band “Wrecking Ball”, with the birds of prey dis¬ 
plays, climbing wall, classic cars and lots of other 
games and stalls will also make a welcome return. A 
barbeque, licensed bar and lots of other food and drink 
options will ensure that visitors can make a day it sur¬ 
rounded by the rolling hills of the Blackdowns. 

The event mns on Saturday June 3rd from 11am to 
5.30pm and can be found behind the village Church in 
Mill Lane, Corfe, TA3 7AQ. Entry for Adults is £3 with 
children under 16 and ample onsite parking both free. 

For more information visit: corfesummerfete.co.uk 
or email corfefete@yahoo.com 



Mill Lane, TA3 7AQ - Adults £3, Kids FREE 
FREE Parking • corfesummerfete.co.uk 


















Arena events - floral marquee - crafts - food hall - children’s activities 
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17th & 18th June 

AXMINSTER 

www.axevalefestival.org.uk 

Charity No. 1130829 


Trade stands - hobbies - art - live music - vintage, retro & antiques... 
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Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 


Countryside Management 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 
CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


* 

n 


3 

n 


Land management for i 

ion-farmers 

• Hedging, ditching, draining and all t 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fenc 

• Pasture management (topping, spn 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways con 

• Welding repairs and steel fabricatio 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 

ypes of fencing 
es restored 
aying, rolling, 

creting yards 

ns 

i to tackle most 

Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 

01460 234472 www.fiyefarmers.co.uk 



Roofing 


[A 


Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 


AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


IS-. — , 


mu 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 
Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 
Chimney Work 
Free Quotations 
All work guaranteed 
All tradesman fully qualified 
Now offering Solar Panel Installation 
EMAIL ambroofingservices@gmail.com 




Gardens 


Mole Catcher 


1 




ORNHAYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 
from Devon 




& Westcountry Apple Trees 
L (plus other fruit trees), 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 

W ' Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


Trusted Mole 
Pest Control 


Traps not poison 
Safe for children and pets 

Robin Gundry 

07802 800124 / 01404 881555 


Gardens 



ARBORICARE 




4 


LTD Est.1988 

TREE SURGERY AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE 


FULLY INSURED 

ALL ASPECTS OF 
TREEWORK 

FELLING 

STUMP GRIDING 


FULLY QUALIFIED 
STAFF 


PRUNING AND 
MAINTENANCE 

PLANTING 


• COUNCIL APPROVED 

• POLLARDING 

• ESTATE 
MANAGEMENT 

• 24 HOUR CALL OUT 


Call Colin Inder For Free Quotation 

T: 01823 462972 M: 07831 108445 

www.arboricare.co.uk • enquiries@arboricare.co.uk 


Furniture & Joinery 


Chimney sweep 



avid Lloyd 


CABINET MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 


www.davidlloydcabinetmaker.co.uk 
info @ davidlloy dcabinetmaker.co .uk 


k 


n r 





ct "A 


Kitchens , Furniture And ° « 
Bespoke Joinery. Please 
Visit My Website To See /jjjHSfc 
My Extensive Portfolio. ^355^ 



CHIMNEY SWEEP 

Tim Herman 

07543 506652 


4 Insurance approved certificates issued 
4 Public liability to £5 million 
4 CCTV inspections 
4 Birds nests / blockages removed 
4 Fire rope replaced /stoves serviced 
4 Fire bricks replaced 
4 Carbon monoxide alarms installed 


tim@blackdownchimneysweep.co.uk 

www.blackdownchimneysweep.co.uk 






If you are interested in 
advertising on our 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 


page please 
contact Alex 


Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


on 


alex@tindle 

news.co.uk 



Wes terete 

•vfltoycmg 


or on 



01297 35750 
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Food and craft fayre returns 
to Churchinford this August 



FOR a third successive year, Churchinford will once 
again be celebrating the national award winning suc¬ 
cess of various local Blackdown producers of fine 
foods and beverages. 

Giving both local people and visitors to the area an 
opportunity to meet local suppliers and for them to 
sample the best of what the Blackdowns has to offer, 
the event takes place in Churchinford on August Bank 
Holiday Sunday, August 27th. 

The event is free and offers a number of attractions 
for families and individuals alike, with children's ac¬ 
tivities to help keep them occupied whilst mums and 
dads peruse the stalls or sample the beverages at the 
bar. 

There will also be a raffle and live music. 

Russ and Becky Bachelor will be selling their double 
award winning Forest Longhorn Beef and providing 
the BBQ, so there will be ample opportunity to try be¬ 
fore you buy. 

Some of the other producers who will be attending 
include Robinsons Smokehouse (smoked meats, 
cheeses and snacks); Every Cakes; Maggie North 
(local Blackdown honey); The Chillees; Trull Corner 
Deli (a variety of mouth-watering savouries); Tess 
Stone (delicious vegan food); Bumbles Preserves 
(tasty jams and chutneys); and Blackdown Lavender 
(fragrant oils, soaps and gifts). 

The bar will be stocked with local Tricky and 



Taunton Cider and Otter Brewery Beers, along with 
natural fruit juices from The Bloomsbury Juice Co. 

And this year, due to popular demand, a number of 
local craftsmen and women will also be sharing their 
particular skills, including weaving by Sarah 
Downer, local pottery, jewelry and cushions by 
CraftyJay, and willow work by Marilyn Squance. 

The food and craft fayre takes place at Churchinford 
Village Hall (opposite the shop) and gates open at 
12noon. 

Cream teas will be served from 2pm until the close 
at 4pm. This year, there will be provision made for 
parking in a nearby field to prevent any congestion on 
the main street. 

The event will raise funds for our village shop and 
Churchinford Pre-School. 


Open Farm Sunday 

A FARM in Churchstanton will be taking part in 
Open Farm Sunday next month. 

Higher Willand Farm will be throwing open its 
gates to the public to give a behind the look 
scenes at beef farming. 

Visitors will be able to see the herd of long 
horned cattle, which not only produce great tasting 
beef, but also help farmers to restore deforested 
areas. 

There will also be children’s activities, tractors to 
sit on, a chance to meet the animals and try locally 
sourced food and drink. 

The open farm event will take place on Sunday, 
June 11th between 11am and 4pm at Higher Wil¬ 
land Farm, Churchstanton (TA3 7RL). 

Free entry, with a small charge for some activi¬ 
ties, refreshments to purchase 

Open Farm Sunday is a national event where 
farmers across Britain thrown open their farms to 
the public. 

Tennis club open day 

HEMYOCK Tennis Club willl be holding an open 
day on Saturday, June 3rd. 

The event will take place from 11am - 2pm and 
will give people the opportunity to try out the facil¬ 
ities including the ball machine. 

Haf price membership will alsobe on offer to new 
members. 



Hospiscare representative Eric Smith and TRIP Trustee Val Royle were presented with 
their cheques by Directors David Perkins and Claire Browne 


HONITON Community Com¬ 
plex, which runs The Beehive, 
has given £2,000 to TRIP and 
£1,000 to Hospiscare. 

Hospiscare representative Eric 
Smith and TRIP Trustee Val 
Royle were presented with their 
cheques by Directors David 
Perkins and Claire Browne at the 
Nostalgic Cinema event. 

David Perkins, a Director of 
Honiton Community Complex 
said: “We’re happy to be able to 
make this donation towards the 
on-going work of TRIP commu¬ 
nity transport association. 


“TRIP provide a fantastic com¬ 
munity service helping the eld¬ 
erly, disabled, socially excluded 
and rurally isolated attend med¬ 
ical appointments and trips out. 
This includes transporting people 
on outings to The Beehive so that 
they can enjoy the entertainment 
and benefit from the community 
activities on offer in this accessi¬ 
ble venue. 

“Over the last few years, with 
the kind support of Co-op funeral 
care, TRIP have brought many 
people to our dementia-friendly 
Nostalgic Cinema screenings. 


“It’s important to us all that The 
Beehive has a wide-reaching im¬ 
pact within our community. 
TRIP are one of our key local 
partners who help us in this mis¬ 
sion.” 

In addition, a donation of 
£1,000 was made to Hospiscare 
in recognition of the invaluable 
work they do to improve the con¬ 
ditions of life for residents in 
Honiton and East Devon. 

In total for the year ending 
March 2017 The Beehive has 
supported local community 
groups to the tune of £8,830. 


T/ve Aviator-' 

Open from 


Coffee Bar 


Restaurant 


seven days a week 


Daily specials available Wednesday - Friday 
11.30-2.30 


All at £7.1? 


Full lunchtime menu and light bites also available 
Sunday Carvery 12pm-3pm 

£?.?/ 

reductions for seniors and children 


Dunkeswell Airfield, Honiton, EX14 4LG 
01404 890009 info@tacbar.com www.tacbar.com 
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MANY ITEMS ALSO AT 50% CLEARANCE PRICES! 


Plenty of Stock Sale Items in Store 

Fit&Furnish 

Quality Furniture Retailer 



7,000 FURNITURE PRODUCTS ON OUR WEBSITE 


Betty Boop, Clocks, Lamps, Figurines, Pictures, 
Metal wall art, Photo frames, Jewellery, Boxes, 
Kids blanket Boxes, Kids Chairs & Sofas 

PLUS sofas, dining, bedroom, office... 

floA, 2017 


Telephone 01935 412811 | info@fitandfurnish.co.uk | www.fitandfurnish.co.uk 
25-26 Market Street, The Old Vincent's Showroom, Yeovil, BA20 1HZ 

Free parking, Open Hours Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 
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The technology has changed but the weather hasnit. 
Service only £199 Inclusive. 

Any make or model of vehide. 

Complimentary Services: 

Awhile you wait option with WiFi, TV, magazines and a great cup of coffee 
A price match promise any like for like written quotation (10 mile radius) 

Collection and Delivery service covering Exmoor and surrounding areas 
Pre-booked Courtesy Car 

Wash and Vac / ' • * 1 3 

58 point safety inspection 

Call the Service Team now on 01823 660660 
or email service@wellingtonmotors.co.uk 

Wellington Motors 4wd Centre 
01823 660660 

Taunton Vale House, Chelston, Nr. Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JE 

www.wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


MOTORTRADER 

INDUSTRY AWARDS 

WINNER 


NATIONAL CUSTOMER 
CARE AWARD 
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PART-EXCHANGES 
AND SERVICING 


Mobility Scooters; Riser Recliner Chairs; 
Adjustable Electric Beds and Bath lifts. 


(FREE - Local Delivery, Assembly, Installation.) 
SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES OF MOBILITY PRODUCTS: 

TEL: 01404 47201 


HONITON MOBILITY CENTRE, PROTECTEON PLUS, 
UNIT 5, DURHAM WAY BUSINESS PARK, HEATHPARK 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HONITON, EX14 1SQ 













